Navestock Parish Council

Working for community care and awareness

Navestock Village Hall, Horseman Side, Navestock CM14 55D

Attn. Phil Drane,

Planning Policy Team,
Brentwood Borough Council,
Town Hall,

Brentwood,

Essex, CM15 8AY.

1%t October 2013

Dear Phil,

Please find enclosed 24 Local Plan Comment Forms from Navestock villagers
(plus one from the Parish Council and another from Stapleford Abbotts Parish
Council).

As you will remember when we spoke the day after your

Presentation of the Plan in our Village Hall many of our villagers did not
want to supply their names and addresses, or have them published, for fear of
reprisals and intimidation. We have therefore, as you agreed, removed their
names and addresses. However we can vouch for the fact that all these
Comment Forms were written and sent to us by genuine Navestock residents

Many thanks for your understanding in this matter.

Navestock Parish Council
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Preferred Options Comment
July 2013 "o, | 1594~
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You can comment on the Local Plan 2015-2030 Preferred Options online at
www.brentwood.gov.uk/localplan. Alternatively, please use this form to share your views on the
contents of the Local Plan.

PERSONAL DETAILS
Title: First Name: | Last Mam--
Organisation (if applicable):
OCK RESIDENT
Job title (if applicable): NAVEST
Address: Name and address withheld asf""db"
I = Brentwood lanning Departmen
Post Code: (Phil Drane) on 11.9.13
Email Address:
YOUR COMMENTS

Please indicate which section(s) of the Local Plan you are commenting on (please clearly
state the Policy reference or paragraph number):

DM 28 - GYPSY + TRAVeLER PROVLSIDA)

Please specify If you Support or Object (tick as appropriate):
support [ ]
Object [V

Comments (please use additional sheet if required):
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Please return to Planning Policy Team, Brentwood Borough Council, Town Hall, Brentwood, Esse
CM18 8AY, or alternatively attach completed form and email planning.policy@brentwood.gov.uk

Please note that all responses will be published online. More information can be found at
www.brentwood.gov.uiviccalplan

All responsss should be recslved by Wednesday 2nd October 2013
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July 2013 o .
COMMENT FORM g ok

You can comment on the Local Plan 2015-2030 Preferred Options online at
www.brentwood.gov.uk/localplan. Alternatively, please use this form to share your views on the
contents of the Local Plan. |

I

PERSONAL DETAILS
Title: First Name: s
Organisation (if applicable): DENT
Job title (if applicable): 5 AVESTOCK — oKavy
Address: jress W t
Post Code: Name a“ddad g, Depar e
ost e: Btel\twoo n 119 A3
Email Address: (@il Dran®) ©
YOUR COMMENTS =Y

Please indlicate which section(s) of the Local Plan you are commenting on (please clearly
state the Policy reference or paragraph number):

DM 28 - P + TRAVELGR PROVIS| A

Please specify If you Support or Object (tick as appropriate):
Support ,
Object [V
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Please retum to Planning Policy Team, Brentwood Borough Councll, Town Hall, Brentwood, Essex | \S
-M15 8BAY, or alternatively attach completed form and email planning.polﬂcy@bmntwood.gqv.uk

Please note that all responses will be published online. More information can be found at ey
www.brentwood.gov.uk/localplan

| All responees should be recelved by Wednesday 2nd October 2013




Local Plan 2015-2030  ~._ e
Preferred Options Comment IS

July 2013 No | 1O F
COMMENT FORM | Aok cate

You can comment on the Local Plan 2015-2030 Preferred Options online at 7
www.brentwood.gov.uk/localplan. Alternatively, please use this form to share your views on the
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 PERSONAL DETAILS

Title: | FirstName:

Organisation (if applicable® = ENT
OCK RESID

LS

[

| Please indicate which section(s) of the Local Plan you are commenting on (please clearly
| state the Policy reference or paragraph number):

DM 28 - ¥PY + TRAVELER PROVISImA
Please specify if you Support or Object (tick as appropriate):
| Support [ ]
| Object [V}

|

Job title (if applicable): NAVES 14 28 OK'A DY |
| . ddresswi X |
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s Nomeand & g Dep |
| Post Code: BrentwoO 11913 |
= . Drane) on %
| Email Address: (Phil J

YOUR COMMENTS 1

|

Comments (please use additional sheet if required):

Please return to Planning Policy Team, Brentwood Borough Council, Town Hall, Brentwood, Essex i
| CM15 BAY, or alternatively attach completed form and email plannlng.policy@bmntwood.gov.uk .

|
J Please note that all responses will be published online. More information can be found at "
| www.brentwood.gov.ulvlocalplan [
f'

LAIE responses should be received by Wednesday 2nd October 2013
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Please return to Planning Policy Team, Brentwood Borough Council, Town Hall, Brentwood, Essex
CM15 BAY, or alternatively attach completed form and email planning.policy@brentwood.gov.uk

Please note that all responses will be published online. More information can be found at
- www.brentwood.gov.ukilocalplan

All responses should be recelved by Wednesday 2nd October 2013
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police and council can not keep the
residence safe, and the new plans will have
nothing to new to help the situation. the
travellers are very cruel to their animals
tiring up dogs and leaving the to die and
the same with their horses, Resulting in the
RSPA being constantly called along

with rescue centres. I is SO0 sad for
residence to see when they are going on a
family walk and see so many animals in
distress. The travellers walk along the road
with guns in their hand it is

very frightening. Does the council now how
many travellers there are in Navestock as
for a little village it seems like quite a
lot. Does the travellers site meet the
necessary criteria? Why would the Coln
put a travellers site on green belt land
that is only supposed to be used for
agricultural purposes, What affect will it
have on the local schools and health_.care. I
do not feel that the council is respecting
the interest of the Brentwood residence and
feel this means the residence are the on=e's
not receiving fair or equal treatment
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| welcome the proposal to give permanent planning permission to the Traveller site at Rye Etch but would temper
A that with a request that any permission should be limited to the current family (and descendants). This small scale
site whose occupants show proper respect for the area, the woodland has been preserved and the visual impact
minimised (True Gypsies who stayed in Navestock when | was young, prided themselves on doing no harm and
leaving no tracel) has worked well in this area with the family integrating fully into Village life.

1do object to the further provisions contained in DM28 for the following reasons.

The sites at Curtis Mill Lane do not meet the stated criteria in that there is no realistic access to public transport, I/\
shops or schools. The access to these sites is via an unmade, un-serviced by-way totally unsuited to the extra traffic =
movements occasioned by these five pitches. The occupiers have cleared fauna rich brush and replaced it with a

huge swathe of sterile, urban lawn and associated buildings. The adjacent 555! and bridle path have been seriously \
affected by discharged sewage that Brentwood is either unable or unwilling to control. =

The Hope Farm site in Goatswood Lane (erroneously listed as Horseman Side by BBC) is an absolute eyesore — street'
lighting, brick pillars and iron gates with acres of Green-belt buried under tarmac & brick. There has been excessive
harm caused to green belt land with a total loss of openness in an area where no amount of screening or landscaping
could minimise this impact. The very existence of this site has drawn in many more Gypsy families and the
population in this corner of Navestock is now totally un-balanced with six ‘settied’” households being totally
dominated by 30-plus caravan-based families, as allowed by Brentwood and Epping Councils, with a further 20-25
lust a half-mile away allowed by Havering Council.. The occupiers of the sites show no respect for the rural
environment they have moved into and all around the sites poliution in the form of discarded nappies, general litter,
glass bottles and even discharged human sewage can be found around the boundaries, just outside the fencing of
the sites.

Unlike other sites in Brentwood | have not found a single resident who supports this provision, nor could | find any
resident who had not experienced intimidation or abuse from those living there. Every so-called ‘settled’ resident
and business owner in the South West of the village gave examples of trespass and theft that they trace back to
these static ‘travellers’.

Brentwood Planners’ count of sites/pitches is unrealistic, fluctuating between 96 sites in 203.2 (assuming 2 pitches
per site — 192 pitches) reduced to only 105 Pitches in 2013, Sadly nothing the planning representative stated in his
briefing regarding these counts was reassuring. Access to sites for census purposes should mandatory not by
Invitation. Without accurate counts the proposal to meet need is just a guess!

We have been repeatedly told that action will be taken to regularise this planner blight but seem to be left without a
plan, just the ad-hoc granting of permission to a group of people who are increasingly seen to above planning law.

The quality of static caravan( each one in excess of £70,000), the age of vehicles {most seem to be less than Syrs old),
the TV satellite dish attached to each caravan and the boasts made about mobile phones etc. at a recent meeting '
leads me to belleve that lack of funds is an exaggeration of reduced circumstances, not in fact the reality. A family of
professional boxers who proudly display a clutch of medals, cups and belts should be able to afford regular
accommodation.

I have no faith in the ability of the proposed provision of 44 pitches to allow Brentwood to remove all unautharised
sites from out area as it still leaves our Borough without a Council provided site or any site that could accommodate
a real nomadic lifestylel
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police and council can not keep us safe, and the new plans
will have nothing to new to help the situation. the travellers
are very cruel to their animals tiring up dogs and leaving the
to die and the same with their horses, Resuiting in the RSPA
being constantly called aleng with rescue centres, | is so sad
for residence to see when they are going on a family walk and
Sée so many animals In distress, The travellers wallk along the
road with guns In their hand i¢ is very frightening. And recently
there has been a shooting and there has been up to 10 armed
police offices down our road. Our road has had to be closed
twice. There are too many travellers in Navestock. The
rubbish in our roads is horrific as Is the cost of clearing it up.
The traveliers site does not meet the necessary criteria
because it is not near shops schools healthcare or public
transport. The travellers site is on green belt land which
should only be used for agricultural purposes. the counclil is
NOT respecting the interest of the Brentwood residence,
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The trespassing thieving and intimidation is at a very high level the police and
council do not and can not keep us safe, the new plans will have will not help the
situation. the travellers are very cruel to their animals Resulting in the RSPA being
constantly called ( they were called this week) It scares me when i see the The
travellers some only children walking along the road with guns in their hand it is
very frightening. And recently there has been a shooting, armed police have been
down our road constantly There are foo many travellers in Navestock. The rubbish in
the and around the roads and fields is horrific as is the cost of clearing it up. The
travellers site does not meet the necessary criteria because it is not near shops
schools healthcare or public transport. The travellers site is on green belt land which

should only be used for agricultural purposes. the council is NOT respecting the
interest of the Brentwood residence.
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state the Policy reference or paragraph number):
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Please return to Planning Policy Team, Brehtwood'Bbrough Council. Town, Hail, _-thntwoon Essex
-M15 8AY, or alternatively aftach completed form and email piannlng.pollcy@bmmwood.gov.uk

Please note that all responses will bs published online. More information can be found at
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| object to the Gypsy & traveller provisions contained in Draft local plan because It does not seem to
allow for all Travellers currently living in Navestock, let alone the larger Brentwood Area. According
to the 2012 Monitering report were 96 sites, which if they only have two pitches each means that
there is a need for at least 192 pitches. Allowing 44 pitches (which Includes a five- year forward
provision makes no sense. We have constantly been told that the Navestock Travellers could not be
moved on because Brentwood had no allocated Gypsy sites for them to move onto - how is this new
lack of provision any better?

The sheer number of Travellers in our corner of Brentwood, edged as it is by both Eppings &
Haverings sites mean they feel beyond the law. | have suffered threats and intimidation from
‘Travellers’ when just going about my business. | am often unable to use Goatswood Lane because of
huge caravans being mahoeuvred onto these sites, | have been forced to take evasive action to
avold colliding with one of their Transit Vans or 4x4’s that are d riven at speed and without
consideration on unsuitable roads. Their ponies are now ripping up the roadside verges making what
-was lush vegetation an eyesore.

There is no question that these sites are a blot on our landscape and it Is past time that Brentwood
came up with a workable scheme that would provide for rate-payers rather than Irish interlopers.
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contents of the Local Plan.
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_Job title (if applicable): AvESTOCKRES 3230K8 Lo N
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Please indicate which section(s) of the Local Plan you are commenting on (please clearly
state the Policy reference or paragraph number):

GYPSY & TRAVELLER PROVISION - DM 28 el
Please specify if you Support or Object (tick as appropriate):

Support |
Object 7

Comments (please use additional sheet if required):

Over the last few years so many gypsies and travellers have moved into Navestock, that they now
outnumber us villagers. We endure rubbish dumped on our verges, sewage in our ditches, the
flouting of planning rules, trespass, thieving, abuse, intimidation — and now a shooting.

Worse still, Brentwood Council will not even admit to the problem. Instead they try to mask it with
their inaccurate counting of pitches — anyone just has to drive around Navestock for 5 minutes to
see that there are many, many more pitches than Brentwood council says there are. This is a
planned deception of rate payers. If the Council’s Officers cannot get into the sites to make an
accurate count, they must do an aerial survey — or get the police helicopter to take photos for them.

Until they do this any future Draft Plan is misleading and pointless.

Navestock has suffered terribly because of so many gipsy and traveller sites. The council should
remove all the illegal sites in Navestock and not turn any into legal sites. We have done our bit.
Enough is enough. The time has come for Brentwood Council to help us.

Please re';ﬁ;{ to Planning Policy Tearﬁ, Bréntwood Borough CoJr-i-;il, Town Hall, B;'enmééd, Essex -
CM15 8AY, or alternatively attach completed form and email planning.policy@brentwood.gov.uk

Please note that all responses will be published online. More information can be found at
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We object to the Gypsy and Traveller Provisions in the Plan for the following
reasons:

As a house very close to the sitse we experience the worst of them. Firstly, they
are very loud and noisy for mast of the day and until late at night, with noise
consisting of shouting and extremely loud music, as well as shooting on one
accasion.

Secondly, the area surrounding the site Is constantly littered and we ourselves
end up clearing dumped rubbish in order to make the roadsides acceptable,
and particularly those surrounding our house. it often smells of sewage in our
garden due what we believe to be human waste dumped into the ditches rather
than being properily and sanitarily disposed of. On numerous occasions we
have driven behind individuals driving in a completely unsafe manner down
Church Road, only to find that the vehicles then pull into the caravan park.
Frequently they will stop in the middie of the road to have a chat while a queue
of cars forms behind them. Furthermors, children and teenagers from the
caravan park can often be seen walking completely in the middle of the roads;
with the nature of the bends in these roads, it is more than likely that they will
be hit by a car, and the driver would sursly be to blame for this.

Thirdly and most importantly, we do not fesl safe in our own home due to the
following reasons; in 2010, we recelved a form from the Council which we
returned stating our negative feelings towards the caravan site. Unfortunately,
this letter was a public resource and was therefore accessible to the public.
The day following the council’s refusal, our house was burgled. This occurred
twice thereafter. We have had instances where children passing by from the
caravan park have thrown stones at our windows, and even set fireworks off in
our garden in the night.

Within the space of 1 year we have had three incidents of crime and this
definitely does not coincide with the police officer saying at the publﬁc meeting
that ‘Navestock does not have a high crime rate’.

Due to all of thie, we now live behind a 2m high gate purely because we do not
fesl safe. We are seriously considering installing high fences or even a brick
wall which Is a shame when living in the countryside. We have aiready
attempted to sell the house but this proved impossible as anyone ¢coming to
view It realised the close proximity to the caravan park.

Overall, we fesl that Brentwood Councll does not respect our position as law-
abiding citizens and loyal tax $ _

29/08/2013 29/09/2013
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1 object to Brentwood County Council’s proposed gypsy and traveller provision in the
local plan.

The sites being considered will cause (and have already caused) unacceptable harm to the
Green Belt land. One of the proposed sites — Hope Farm on Horsemanside is fast
accelerating into the next Crays Hill.

In the plan Brentwood County Council’s count of the current number of gypsies living in
Navestock is grossly inaccurate. It is common knowledge that the number of
gypsies/travellers in the parish now vastly outnumber the settled residents.

The National Policy on Traveller sites quotes “The Government’s overarching aim is to
ensure fair and equal treatment for travellers, in a way that facilitates the traditional and
nomadic way whilst respecting the interests of the settled community. Brentwood
County Council has not shown itself to respect the interests of the settled residents of
e — — .- Navestock. e e+ ey et e e e o s et e+

The number of gypsies/travellers moving into our parish illegally is totally out of control.
Brentwood Borough Council has shown itself to be completely ineffective in dealing with
the problem, demonstrated time and time again by the establishment and development of
illegal plots on Green Belt land and the Council’s complete inability to evict not a single
one of them.

As a resident of Navestock I have been subjected to intimidation, abuse and theft by the
gypsies/travellers. We have to put up with rubbish strewn all over the lanes, old tyres
dumped on the verges, burni-out cars and vans, and sewage in our ditches. All of which is
on the increase due to the swelling number of gypsies/travellers living illegally in our
parish.

What we need is a workable framework put in place to prevent further eneroachment and
remove travellers living illegally from the sites inside Navestock. Only then can we take
a realistic view on what the genuine gypsy/travellers requirements are and set about

meeting these accordingly.
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Horseman Side, Navestock,
Brentwood, Esse

w
p————

Navestock Parish Council,
Navestock Village Hall,
Navestock Side, 3
Navestock,

Essex, CM14 5SD.

September 25, 2013

| enclose my submission to join with others from residents of Navestock in
objecting to Brentwood Borough Council’s Local Plan 2015-2030 Policy DM 28:

Gypsy and Traveller Provision.

As | live in Horseman Side, | prefer that my name and address are withheld

from the submission.

If you have any guerieg on my submission, please contact me as soon as
possible.

oD
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Brentw Boro Coungcil Local P! 2015-2030

Policy DM28: Gypsy and Traveller Provision

| object to the Provision

| object to the Gypsy and Traveller Provision in the Plan for these reasons (my
objections aré based primarily on the gypsy and traveller sites at the junction of
Horseman Side and Goatswood Lane, Navestock, which are close to my
home). - :

1)

2)

3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

| accept that the Borough Council is obliged to provide sites for gypsies
and travellers but Navestock has been allocated three sites in the Plan
while the rest of the Borough has only two.

The sites at the junction of Horseman Side and Goatswood Lane are
now occupied by more caravans and other semi-permanent dwellings
than were originally agreed by the Borough Council. The literature
presented by the Borough Council at its meeting with Navestock
residents stated that the Hope Farm, Horseman Side, site would have
three pitches. | understand that “pitches” has no nationally-accepted
definition but “three pitches” cannot mean the 12 (at least) caravans and
other buildings on the sites. | emphasise that it is not one site but at least
two (the local media have reported, with aerial photographs, that two
sites are for gypsies and travellers of lrish origin; a third site is for
gypsies and travellers of non-lrish origin).

These sites have been tarmaced and paved in clear contravention of
Green Belt legislation.

These sites do not come anywhere close to meeting the accepted criteria
of being near shops, schools, healthcare facilities and public transport.
The occupants of these sites appear to have no responsibility towards
and connection with the rest of the community. The roads near the sites
have more litter than other lanes in the areas, there is evidence of
sewage in ditches, Sites of Special Scientific Interest have been
destroyed and there are reports of trespass, theft and intimidation by
occupants of the sites. As of the last few days, @ horse belonging to a
resident of the sites has been tethered and grazing on roadsides at least
300 metres from the sites.

There was recently a double-sheoting at one of the sites. A Police officer
has indicated that residents of the sites include people connected with
systematic car thefts in the Greater London area.

| am advised by Navestock Parish Council that gypsies and travellers
now outnumber the settled community in Navestock and that the
Borough Council refuses to make an accurate count of the residents of
the sites for gypsies and travellers. This is a further example of the
Borough Council's “plind eye” to what is happening in and around the
sites.

The Borough Council's Plan quotes the national policy on traveller sites
as “the Government’s overarching aim is to ensuré fair and equal



treatment for travellers in a way that facilitates the traditional and
nomadic way while respecting the interests of the settled community”.
The Borough Council has clearly not respected the interests of the
settled community.

September 25, 2013
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Following the presentation in our Village Hall of the Brentwood Local Plan 2015 —
2030 we would like to formally state our views, which cover 2 areas of your plan.

Policy DM28: Gypsy and Traveller Provision

The influx of illegally-sited gypsies and travellers into Navestock has now reached
epidemic proportions, bringing with it fears and problems for our community. It is
commonly believed that there are now more gypsies and travellers in Navestock and
within 600 yards of our parish boundary than there are settled residents.

A major objection we have is that your figures on sites and pitches, on which the Plan
is based, are hopelessly wrong. If our Local Authority, Brentwood, has no idea of the
correct number of Gypsy and Traveller pitches in Navestock it is Little wonder that our
residents feel abandoned by their Borough Council. Perhaps more importantly, the
figures you put in the plan are so grossly misleading that they render it unfit (and
possibly open to legal challenge) to be published in such an authorative document.

We would also like to remind Brentwood Council of the National Policy which states
that “there should be fair and equal treatment for travellers. .. while respecting the

interests of the settled community. Thus far Brentwood Council has not respected the
interests of Navestock residents and we hope they will now grasp the opportunity to

do so.

More specifically, we object to the Gypsy & Traveller Provisions for the following
reasons-:

The sites being considered in Navestock do not meet the stated criteria in that there is
insufficient access to local services, such as shops, primary and secondary schools,
healthcare and public transport.

The sites create unacceptable harm to the Green Belt by tarmacing and the paving
over of previously agricultural use only land and despoiling adjacent designated SSSI

property.

Road access is via rural lanes unsuitable to the lorry’s and Van’s used by the
Travellers.

The proposed accommodation will harm the character and appearance of the area and
result in unacceptable visual impact.
Thesitesarelocatedinapositionthatcannotbelandscapedtominimisetheimpacton
the surrounding environment.

The Plan does not include details of consultation with adjacent Authorities which has
lead to an overwhelming number of Gypsy/Traveller pitches in a confined area (the
gypsies and travellers living on these sites now outnumber the ‘settled” Navestock
residents).

The published document quotes from National Policy on Traveller sites as “The
Government’s overarching aim is to ensure fair and equal treatment for travellers, in a
way that facilitates the traditional and nomadic way while respecting the interests of



the settled community”. Nothing in this policy provides for the needs, financial well-
being or security or the so called ‘settled’
It is time that Brentwood Borough Council did actually start respecting our interests.

The number of pitches suggested (44 permanent pitches) to provide accommodation
into the next decade and to “maintain a five year supply of pitches” falls woefully
short of the current established need (Brentwood Borough’s own figure) of 96
SITES! There is nothing in this document designed to ‘protect’ residents in the way
officers are predicting.

Policy DM11: New Development in the Green Belt

On a more positive note, Navestock Parish Council would welcome a small number of
homes being built on various brownfield sites which could be identified within the

village.

We believe that if care is exercised, the village could sustain approximately 8 new
homes each year for the next 15 years. These new residents, especially those with
young children, would bring new life to our community and benefits for our residents
over the coming years.
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As a resident of Navestock, | wish to make the following comments on Policy DM28 Gypsy &
Traveller Provision in Brentwood Borough Council’s Local Plan 2015-2030 Preferred Options for
Consultation Document (“the Plan”) dated July 2013:

The number of sites required

Policy DM28 states that provision will be made within the Borough to meet the need for 44
permanent Gypsy and Traveller pitches to 2030. However, | am unclear as to the actual number of
pitches, both those in existence and those proposed:

1. paragraphs 4.122 and 4.124 on page 146 state that a new target and plan needs to be done
once an updated needs assessment, apparently currently underway (although no time scale
is given and | can find no reference to it on the Council’s website) is completed so until that
updated target and plan is available, affected residents do not know what they are being
consulted on. Their suspicion will be that by the time the updated assessment is available,
the time available for consultation will not aliow the Council to make many amendments to
their draft Local Plan before it is adopted.

2. Taking the Council’s current target of 44 permanent pitches by 2030, para 4.123 states that
authorised sites as of July 2013 provide for an estimated 30 pitches (20 on sites with
temporary permission, 10 with permanent permission). It would be helpful to know how
this estimate was produced, because if accurate it would seem that there is a need for only
14 more pitches on the current target.

3. Itis unclear whether the 20 pitches the Council propose to allocate on the five named sites
on page 145 of the Plan are the same 20 pitches referred to in para 4.123 as having
temporary permission (they obviously don’t have permanent permission); if so, they would
provide 20 of the additional 24 with permanent permission needed up to 2021.

4. Para 4.124 states that the policy proposes in the first instance to allocate for pPermanent use
a number of existing temporary sites (but does not specify them) and to guide future
provision through identifying a broad location (which the policy does not appear to do).

5. As|understand it, there is no agreed definition of a “pitch” but this is normally taken to
refer to one household, albeit that they may consist of more than one generation and have
more than one caravan on the pitch. What checks do the Council carry out to ensure that
pitches are actually occupied by only one household? Without some form of checking, how
can residents be assured that a pitch is not in fact two or more pitches?

6. The policy refers to the CLG bi-annual caravan count, which is referred to in more detail at
section 5.54 on page 29 of the Interim SA report dated December 2011. Section 8.5.10 of
the same report at page 20 states “There was a rise in unauthorised caravans from January
2007, to January 2009, after which there was a sharp decline due to a number of temporary
permissions being granted”. However, according to the table published on page 29, the
number of unauthorised caravans during that period declined from 20 to 17 and has risen
ever since, aimost tripling from a total of 34 in January 2007 to 98 in July 2011.

7. There is a basic problem with the CLG count, which is that it is based on figures provided by
the Council. The residents have no confidence in the Council’s count; indeed, at a Parish
council meeting not long ago, the Council’s representative admitted that they found it
difficult to gain access to the sites and seemed not to have thought of an independent check
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such as an easily obtainable aerial photograph. Until the Council provide clear evidence of
the correct number of caravans, they are failing in their duty to the residents, who from
their own observations are clear that there are considerably more caravans and
Gypsies/Travellers than the Council seem to think.

National Policy

1. Policy DM28 quotes paragraphs 3, 8, 9 and 10 Planning Policy for traveller sites, published
by the CLG in March 2012, but rather conveniently omits the following paragraphs:

a. Para 4 of the Introduction-two of the bullet points setting out the Government’s
aims in respect of traveller sites are “that plan-making and decision-taking should
protect Green Belt from inappropriate development” and “that plan-making and
decision-taking should aim to reduce the number of unauthorised developments
and encampments and make enforcement effective”.

b. Policy E: Traveller sites in Green Belt. The two paragraphs of this read:
“14. Inappropriate development is harmful to the Green Belt and should not
be approved, except in very special circumstances. Traveller sites
(temporary or permanent) in the Green Belt are inappropriate development
15. Green Belt boundaries should be altered only in exceptional
circumstances. If a local planning authority wishes to make an exceptional
limited alteration to the defined Green Belt boundary (which might be to
accommodate a site inset within the Green Belt) to meet a specific,
identified need for a traveller site, it should do so only through the plan-
making process and not in response to a planning application. If land is
removed from the Green Belt, it should be specifically allocated in the
development plan as a traveller site only”. There is no such allocation in the
Plan so can Navestock residents assume that the Council has no such
proposal?

¢. Policy H: Determining planning applications for traveller sites. Paragraph 23 of this
reads:

“Local planning authorities should strictly limit new traveller site
development in open countryside that is away from existing settlements or
outside areas allocated in the development plan. Local planning authorities
should ensure that sites in rural areas respect the scale of, and do not
dominate the nearest settled community, and avoid placing an undue
pressure on the local infrastructure”. The Hope farm/Lizvale Farm/Orchard
View site at the junction of Horseman Side and Goatswood Lane is clearly in
open countryside away from existing settlements and outside areas
allocated in the development plan.

Balancing the interests of Gypsies/Travellers and the settled community

1. Para 3 of the National Policy states the Government’s overarching aim to be to ensure “fair
and equal treatment for travellers, in a way that facilitates the traditional and nomadic way
of life of travellers while respecting the interests of the settled community”. The Council’s
proposals do not constitute fair and equal treatment, since they would allow travellers to
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completely ignore Green Belt planning restrictions, when local residents in the settled
community are, and have been for many years, required to abide by them. Itis also
questionable as to whether some of the travellers in Navestock are following or wish to
follow a traditional and nomadic way of life; they appear to want permanent residence.

Para 9 of the National Policy requires local authorities to relate the number of pitches or
plots to the circumstances of the specific size and location of the site and the surrounding
population’s size and density. The present Hope Farm/Lizvale Farm/Orchard View site at
the junction of Horseman Side and Goatswood Lane has been allowed by the Council to
grow to a considerable size and dominates the local small settlements. The Council
proposes in the Plan to authorise 3 pitches at Hope Farm but it seems clear that the
Gypsies and travellers on the larger site there are hoping to get the Council to “rubber-
stamp” their unauthorised occupation and the residents fear that the Council will do 50,
rather than protecting the interests of their settled Navestock residents, who obey the
Green Belt planning rules, pay their Council Tax and contribute to the local community,
none of which is done by the Gypsies and Travellers.

Chapter 2 of the Local Plan, setting out the Council’s spatial strategy, sets out a hierarchy of
place and has four settlement categories of main towns, village service centres, large
villages and smaller villages. There is no category for hamlets which is basically what
Navestock consists of and | believe the plan is deficient in this respect as it leaves Navestock
and similar settlements not covered by the spatial strategy. The Plan acknowledges that
smaller villages have poor public transport, limited shops, jobs and community facilities;
Navestock is arguably smaller still and therefore cannot provide the facilities which
according to (b) of the Council’s criteria in Policy DM28 are required for Gypsy and Traveller
sites. The Council’s spatial strategy states that all development sites will be identified
having regard to whether they are accessible to public transport, services and facilities
(which the Hope Farm etc site isn’t)and will have “no significant impact on the Green Belt”.

One of the general development criteria in the Council’s Policy DM1 on page 74 of the Plan
is that proposals for development should “cause no unacceptable effects on adjoining sites,
Property or their occupiers through excessive noise, activity or vehicle movements”. Have
the Council made enquiries of adjoining settled owners to existing unauthorised sites? They
will readily confirm to the Council the decrease they have suffered in the value of their
properties and the problems they suffer from their physical location.

It is a well-known fact that since the rise in the number of Gypsies/travellers, there has
been an increase in local fly-tipping, criminal behaviour (a stabbing not so long ago and the
recent shooting), anti-social behaviour by the Gypsies/travellers (riding their horses across
Stapleford Abbots Golf Course, obstructing traffic while racing their horses and carts and
trespassing with their horses). It is revealing that the Council have allowed responses to the
Plan’s consultation process from local residents such as myself to be anonymous in view of
the fear of reprisals.

The provision of more authorised sites for Gypsies/Travellers is intended to provide a “win-
win” situation for both them and the wider community, allowing them to access services
and become part of and contribute more towards communities in which they reside. This is
fine but will be better achieved by having more small sites than fewer larger sites, as the
latter lead to hostility between the Gypsies/travellers and the settled community, with the
latter fearing being dominated. If the Council were to aliow the continued unauthorised
occupation of a larger site such as the Hope Farm/Lizvale Farm/Orchard View one, residents
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will fear another Dale Farm situation. It is also not in the interests of the Gypsies/Travellers
to have such a large site as it threatens to become a “ghetto”; indeed, my information is
that the site contains a number of different Gypsy/Traveller families who do not see eye to
eye and that this is one source of the problems there.

Protection of the Green Belt

1. Policy DM 28 states that planning permission for Gypsy and Traveller sites will be granted in
accordance with stated criteria, including that “the site does not give rise to unacceptable
harm to the Green Belt”. |1 am not sure where the concept of “unacceptable harm” comes
from but residents will suspect that this is an attempt to set a lower bar than that set out in
the National Policy and indeed in the council’s own Green Belt policy. The Council’s spatial
strategy requires all development sites to be identified having regard to whether they “will
have no significant impact on the Green Belt”; how does this square with the concept of
“unacceptable harm”? The Local Plan confirms on page 99 that NPPF paragraph 88 sets out
that when considering any planning application, local planning authorities should ensure
that substantial weight is given to “any harm to the Green Belt”, not that there is “no
unacceptable harm”. The acid test appears to be the one of “very special circumstances”
set out by the Government in the NPPF, as confirmed in paragraph 14 of the Planning policy
for traveller sites published by CLG in March 2012 (see point 1(b) in the section above
relating to National Policy). The NPPF paragraph states that “very special circumstances”
will not exist unless the potential harm to the Green Belt by reason of inappropriateness
and any other harm is clearly outweighed by other considerations”. | do not see how the
various types of harm that that flow from allowing any, let alone a large scale,
Gypsy/Traveller authorised site in the Green Belt could possibly be clearly outweighed by
other considerations.

2. The Council point out in the Plan that eighty per cent of the Borough lies in Green Belt and
that residents view protecting the Green Belt as their highest priority along with protecting
the quality and character of the Borough. Navestock residents would like the Council to
actually deliver on their Green Beit promises.

3. The Plan states that the NPPF advises planning authorities to look to neighbouring
authorities to meet unmet need where they cannot meet this themselves and that the
Council “is exploring options in this regard”. This is an obvious avenue to explore in
connection with providing Gypsy/Traveller sites outside the Green Belt and in the next
iteration of the Plan the Council should report the outcome of their exploration.

4. The Plan states at 2.11 on page 11 “Other than small scale development to meet identified
needs, very little development is expected to take place in these generally remote,
landscape-sensitive locations which lack the facilities and infrastructure required to support
development”. Navestock residents hope that the Council delivers on this aim.

5. The Council’s Policy CP10 on page 46 of the Plan states that “the general extent of the
Green Belt across the Borough will be retained subject to minor allocations made in this
Plan affecting Green Belt, where new development has had the effect of consolidating
settlement patterns so as to create a defensible boundary”. Navestock residents fear that
the Council is intending to exclude the area including the Hope Farm etc site, which is near
to the border with the London Borough of Havering where there appear to be other
Gypsy/Traveller sites springing up, from the Green Belt and possibly to co-operate with LBH
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and/or Epping Council to make the general area on these authorities’ respective borders a
Gypsy/Traveller area for authorised sites. There is no provision for this in the Plan as
required by para 15 of the CLG’s Planning policy for travellers (see point 1 (b) under the
National Policy heading above) so can Navestock residents assume the Council has no such
plans?

6. Policy DM11 in the Plan states that planning permission for change of use of land in the
Green Belt will be refused permission except in very special circumstances and that in assessing
proposals for development in the Green Belt the Council will have regard, amongst other
factors, to “whether the proposal will diminish or support people’s quiet enjoyment of the
countryside” and “the need to preserve or enhance existing landscape and ecological features”.
Para 3.28 of the Local plan on page 44 confirms that “The vast majority of the rural area is
“wooded farmland”, comprising undulating areas of deciduous and mixed woodiand
interspersed with arable fields, mature hedgerows, smaller pastures and paddocks, and narrow
lanes with a sense of tranquillity away from the main roads. Several areas of ancient woodland
are present. This landscape type is highly sensitive to change”. Navestock Is such an area.

The Localism Act 2011

The Council will be aware of the Localism Act 2011, whose stated aim is that power should be
exercised at the lowest possible level, close to the people who are affected by decisions, rather than
distant from them. So far as | am aware, none of the Borough’s Councillors or Council staff or
anyone else who is instrumental in preparing and delivering the Plan actually lives in Navestock so in
order to comply with the Localism Act, | believe it is for the Council to listen to the views of
Navestock residents, both as expressed by their representative body of the Parish Council and by
residents personally and weigh these carefully in making decisions relating to the preparation and
delivery of the Plan.
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Planning Policy Team
Brentwood Borough Council
Town hall

Brentwood Essex CM15 8AY

Thursday, 26 September 2013
Dear Sir or Madam,

Reference Policy DM28 Gypsie & Travellers Provision

Herewith we would like to €xpress our strong objection to the above policy.

_+ Already they have exceeded their allocated area on Goatswood Road corner of
HorsemanSide Navestock.

} The sites being considered destroy the Green Belt by tarmacking and paving over
agricultural land which was not meant to be brown site.

£ The sites considered do not meet the stated criteria as they are not near shops, schools,

health care facilities or public transport.

4-Our village is being destroyed by Gypsy/Travellers sites.
We are having to cope with increased rubbish on lanes, farm land, sewage ditches and
intimidation of their community. They race their horse and carriages often in 2's without
any regards for other road users.

E They destroy adjacent SSSI's an trespass whether they want.
The local council's plan will do nothing to stop.
Local dwellings have lost their value due to their presence.

e council's count of current sites in this plan is completely wrong.

Just look properly at the site mentioned here above (Goatswood/Horsemandside/T ysea
Hill. Six years ago this was one site now there are 5 sites next to one and other.
Unfortunately there are more Travellers/Gypsies then settled members of the public in
Navestock which we know must be an embarrassing fact for Brentwood Council!
In your document you quote the NATIONAL POLICY ON TRAVELERS SITES as the
government's aim to ensure fair and equal treatment for travellers to facilitate their
traditional and nomadic way.
Surely the council is aware that they are here for a long period and not for a nomadic
period.
It is time that the Brentwood Council considers and respects the interest of the local
community who have a right to live peacefully together without intimidation of the
travellers.

Yours sincerely,

HDV Concerned resident of Navestock
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