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1. Introduction

1.1  West Horndon Parish Council (WHPC) has actively taken part in all previous consultations and drafts of the Local Development Plan (LDP) since its first consultation in Summer 2013.
1.2  WHPC has based its responses on data obtained by formal gathering processes from the residents of West Horndon.
1.3  As a community West Horndon is committed to sustainable development within the parish and support development of Brownfield sites.
1.4  WHPC is also committed to working closely with Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) for the benefit of residents and the parish as a whole.


2. Strategy for Growth

2.1  WHPC has previously set out its views in some detail on the strategy for growth and indeed has undertaken a sustainability appraisal  (Appendix 1).
2.2  In WHPC’s response to the Draft Local Plan (2016) the strategy for growth was covered extensively and can be read in the attached document  (Appendix 2).


3. Response to Regulation 18 Consultation

3.1  Greenbelt development – WHPC objects to any development on greenbelt.  WHPC does support development of brownfield sites and encourages BBC to make sure all of these have been fully examined within the borough.

3.2  Gypsy and traveller sites – in this consultation it has identified 10 sites at the proposed Industrial Estate development and 30 at the Dunton Garden Village (DGV) site. WHPC objects to these sites for the following reasons. 

a) Travellers themselves have stated that they do not like to have their sites close to large housing areas.
b) Developers don’t want to build houses close to the sites as it can be harder to sell properties, which in turn, may slow the development process down on the Industrial Estate.
c) Existing house prices could be affected causing problems for the developments and extending the timeframe.
d) There is no historical link to the area for travellers.

3.3  A127 corridor v A12 corridor – WHPC object to the A127 corridor being used as the preferred option for development for the following reasons.

a) The A127 corridor is much smaller than the A12 corridor. 
b) The A127 is already at capacity with no immediate plans to expand or improve, whereas the A12 corridor has had improvements and more are due. 
c) Crossrail is located within the A12 corridor which is going to be a big draw for people wanting to move to the borough. 
d) The pollution created by the current A127 is above legal limits  (Appendix 3). 
e) The Thames Gateway area already contributes further traffic in this location.
f) The new Thames crossing will be very close to this area adding further to this problem.
g) The small area of greenbelt land that acts as the area’s lungs is earmarked to be decimated further with the DGV and Junction 29 industrial estate developments.

3.4  West Horndon Industrial Estate – WHPC has been instrumental in trying to get this development passed and as such supports this in its proposed form. 

3.5  Dunton Garden Village – WHPC objects to this development for the following reasons;

a) Flooding – West Horndon has experienced several severe flood events over the years with two happening in the last 5 years. The whole area by its location, geological make up and the fact it has an underground river running through it make it liable to flooding, something that Central Government has previously said would not happen.
b) Pollution – as already stated in 3.3 pollution levels along the A127 have been found to be over legal limits building a large development on greenbelt will add extra pollutants whilst removing the green areas that help to lower pollution.
c) Road Infrastructure – as already stated in 3.3 the A127 is over capacity and as such the surrounding road networks suffer, particularly in peak hours or if an incident has occurred. With the Industrial Estate development there could be 1000’s of extra vehicles trying to use the surrounding roads at these times, creating chaos for the whole road network.  The consultation document and supporting evidence does not demonstrate the A127 corridor is any better or more sustainable then the A12 corridor.
d) Rail Infrastructure – West Horndon has a station that runs directly into London and as such is used by both residents and commuters from further afield.  The station car park is regularly full with commuters often illegally parking in and around the village, causing problems.  We would expect people who move to the industrial estate development to walk to the station but those who move to DGV will have to drive.  This will put extreme pressure not only on the trains themselves, which are already full, but also the village and in particular the roads.
e) Doctors, Schools and Shops – the current doctors’ surgery has already stated that it will need to expand to cope with the Industrial Estate development.  DGV will add to this even if it has its own facilities.  Some people will still want to the surgery in the main village putting more pressures on it and causing further traffic problems.
f) Greenbelt – the development will see a massive part of the greenbelt disappear within the village.  The greenbelt here is one of only a few small spaces that stop London connecting with Basildon and as such Southend.  This could cause a huge environmental problem in years to come.  The land in this area was made greenbelt to stop such sprawl and really should be looked at again.

3.6.  Childerditch Industrial Estate Extensions – We support this proposal.

3.7  Brentwood Enterprise Park – We support this proposal in principal but would like to see further reports on the impact the extra traffic could cause.

3.8  East Horndon Hall – Most of this site is currently greenbelt.   Conversion to industrial usage would be in conflict with both national and local policies as there is no natural barrier to prevent further inappropriate development creep into the surrounding greenbelt.   WHPC objects to this development as again it will impact on the village with vehicles using it as a cut through and it will again put pressure on the railway station.  There are significant developments proposed at the Enterprise Park and Childerditch.  Adding another large industrial area will place further strain on the A127 and surrounding road network.  This site is regularly subject to flooding in part because it acts as a water storage buffer area.  The flood risk assessment submitted with planning application 17/01597/EIASO is superficial and only examines the immediate problems of the site.  It does not address the much wider buffer capacity problems it has the potential to create. 

4. Conclusion

4.1  WHPC fully supports the development of West Horndon Industrial Estate into housing.  WHPC also supports the industrial developments at Childerditch and the proposed Enterprise Park. 

4.2  WHPC objects to Dunton Garden Village and the site proposed. It objects to East Horndon Hall being turned into an industrial estate. 

4.3  WHPC objects to the A127 corridor as a better option for Housing and Employment than the A12 corridor.

4.4  WHPC also notes that once again responses to previous consultations have not been acted on; in particular 84% of people who responded to the consultation in 2015 opposing Dunton Garden Village.
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