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COMMENT FORM  
 

 
From 10 February to 23 March 2016 we are consulting on the Draft Local Plan for Brentwood 
Borough. You can view and comment on the Draft Local Plan online at 
www.brentwood.gov.uk/localplan 
 
Alternatively, please use this form to share your views on the contents of the Draft Plan. 
 
All responses should be received by Wednesday 23 March 2016 
 
Please return forms to Planning Policy Team, Brentwood Borough Council, Town Hall, Brentwood, 
Essex CM15 8AY, or alternatively attach completed forms and email them to 
planning.policy@brentwood.gov.uk 
 
 
 

 
Data Protection  
All personal information that you provide will be used solely for the purpose of the Local Plan 
consultation. Please note whilst all addresses will be treated as confidential, comments will not be 
confidential. Each comment and the name of the person who made the comment will be featured 
on the Council’s website. 
 
By submitting this form you are agreeing to these conditions. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PERSONAL DETAILS 

Title: Miss 
First Name: 
Susan 

 Last Name: Maclean 

Address: 

 
 

 

Post Code: Telephone Number: 

Email Address: 
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YOUR COMMENTS 

Please indicate which section(s) of the Draft Local Plan you are commenting on (where 
applicable please clearly state the Policy reference or paragraph number): 
 
all 
 
 
Please specify if you Support, Object or are providing a General Comment:  
(tick as appropriate) 
 

Support  x 

 
 

  

Object  x 
  

 General Comment x 
 
 

Comments (please use additional sheet if required): 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
I read with trepidation the Draft plan – partly because of content and partly because of the length. 
The sceptic in me wonders if perhaps the length of the report was actually designed to elicit a 
minimal response as it could easily have been condensed. 
 
A key fact that the entire report seems to miss is that the town centre is at capacity.  We have 
totally insufficient infracture to support the residents we have; never mind the many additions that 
are being proposed.    Doctors surgeries and hospitals cannot deal with the patient numbers (you 
mention the residents are getting older – surely this will just put more stress on an overburdened 
system).  The rail network is dangerously overcrowded at peak times.  The quality of schooling 
suffering.  The roads in chaos.   If the question is “ are the plans capable of being accommodated” 
the simple answer is “no”. 
 
In the 20 + years I have lived in Brentwood I have seen it deteriorate more and more.  Rather than 
modelling the town on the local community feel of Ingatestone and Shenfield we seem to be 
mirroring Romford/Croydon.  I have never known people in an affluent area be so hell bent on 
cheapening it!   You mention residents “quality of life” being important to the plan but I have grave 
concerns that this is indeed the case – already the influx has lead to a feeling of less safe streets 
and general uneasiness in the town – those of us living in the area have paid our Council tax for 
many years but life is getting progressively worse in the borough.  
 
Would it not be possible to concentrate on expansion in areas that can cope and perhaps even add 
schools and doctors surgeries to the plans being proposed??!! 
 
Two particular sights you state for development are absurd (1) Westbury Road is already a danger 
– insufficient parking borough wide leads to people (including the disabled and those with 
pushchairs) walking in the road facing dangerously fast traffic.  How could ANYONE think that more 
housing and less parking would help?  (2) Honeypot Lane – have you tried to pass through there at 
any time of day?!  How can potentially 500+ of extra residents fit into the area?? 
 
 
When your report mentions attracting business to the area I can only assume you mean yet more 
fast food outlets and bars – the terms “quality independent” and “wide range” really do not apply in 
Brentwood.   Why would any firm that plans to do anything other than pay minimum wage, 



 

overburden a location already struggling with its policing and refuse collection, come to the area.    
If correctly modelled the transport links could suggest Brentwood as a possible hub for business in 
financial services and other mediums but the tired appearance, transport problems and simply 
overcrowding would surely put any sensible firm off.       As would no doubt 84 pitches for travellers 
(surely if they need a pitch they aren’t infact “travelling”?) 
 
I would hope that any business you may manage to attract might be steered in the direction of the 
empty spaces in our high street but the plan seems keen to build more regardless of what stands 
empty. 
 
 
While I could not find it specifically addressed in the plan I would be interested to learn the plans for 
Street lighting in Brentwood.  Particularly given that the ordinary person struggles though pitch 
black roads and pavements while the police station’s “stadium lighting” blinds residents of my road. 
 
 
 
I apologise that this response is, in all, pretty negative. It is such a shame that a place as lovely as 
Brentwood used to be is where it is today.  I can only hope that some of my concerns, shared as 
they are with many, can be addressed and that, one day, we are again an area I would be proud to 
live in. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to respond.  Please return forms to Planning Policy Team, Brentwood 
Borough Council, Town Hall, Brentwood, Essex CM15 8AY, or alternatively attach completed forms 
and email to planning.policy@brentwood.gov.uk 
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